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(mostly for the far Eastern and East African markets), jute manufactures (i.e. gunny bags) and oils. The remaining exports of 12 crores consisted of opium, principally for the China market (IO-J crores), and wood and timber and provisions (about a crore and a half between them).
This export of food-stuffs and raw materials and Import of manufactures would not be economically unsound if we had some manufactures of our own, in the production of which we specialised, leaving others to manufacture for us those articles which they could manufacture to greater advantage. Commerce under such circumstances benefits both parties to It: It blesses him who gives and him who takes. But when it becomes one-sided, when an old self-contained country becomes practically dependent on outside manufactures for Its luxuries and necessities, so far as they Include the reward of human manufacturing labour and the return on stored-up capital, it becomes necessary to enquire Into the causes of such helplessness, and to remedy them as far as possible. It is a truism to say that a vast number of the Indian people are clothed with the product of outside looms, burn matches and oil prepared In foreign countries, use Iron and brass vessels produced entirely or partly abroad, write on imported paper, and wear colours which were produced in German chemical works, Indian labour is almost confined to the production of agricultural produce,, which requires a high degree